
“ Oliver Scholars’ mission  
of equity and excellence 
is changing the educational 
landscape for students of 
promise across the nation.”

 ~  WILLIAM R. FITZSIMMONS 
Dean of Admissions and  
Financial Aid, Harvard College
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OUR MISSION
Oliver Scholars prepares 
high-achieving Black  
and Latino students from  
underserved New York City  
communities for success  
at top independent schools 
and prestigious colleges.  
We provide crucial support 
for our Scholars so they  
can realize their full  
potential and ultimately  
give back to the city, the  
nation, and the world.

OPPORTUNITY UNLOCKED
Founded in 1984, our free program provides ongoing support before,  
during, and after placement into an independent school. The comprehensive, 
multi-year curriculum is comprised of academic enrichment, real-world 
learning opportunities, leadership skills development, and a focus on  
community service. 

WHAT WE DO
• Academic, social, and leadership skills development 

•  Placement at independent day and boarding schools that provide  
significant financial aid

•  Comprehensive classes and workshops that prepare students  
and their families for the accelerated pace of an independent  
school education

•  Continued support after placement, including academic tutoring,  
one-on-one counseling, college readiness workshops, and college  
admissions guidance

•  Career guidance throughout college and beyond, with access  
to networking opportunities, internships, and a robust Alumni network

THE OLIVER DIFFERENCE
• Strong focus on social and emotional skills development 

• Emphasis on experiential learning and community service 

• Commitment to providing transition support for the whole family  
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FOCUS ON LEADERSHIP AND  
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Our bold and innovative curriculum 
emphasizes leadership skills that are 
highly regarded by top schools and 
employers. To help passionate and 
engaged students reach their full 
potential, Oliver provides courses  
on how to be more self-aware, less 
self-conscious, and masterful at  
decision-making. OIiver also provides 
year-round opportunities for community 
service. Annual Oliver Scholars 
events include Community Service 
Day and In Our Own Voices, our 
leadership training conference.

OLIVER SCHOLARS AT A GLANCE
Oliver Scholars offers high-achieving students an alternative path, 
raising their sights and fostering the development of our next  
generation of change-makers, thought leaders, and trailblazers.

RESULTS

100%
of Scholars graduate  

from high school 

Over

30%
of Scholars have attended  

Ivy League schools

Nearly

90%
of Scholars attended  

a U.S. News & World Report  
top 100 college in 2016 & 2017

74%
of Scholars saw an  

SSAT score increase after  
entering Oliver

96%
of Scholars reported feeling 

more academically prepared 
because of Oliver

3.34
average GPA of  

Scholars 2014-2018

WHY OLIVER MATTERS
In 2017, out of 5,078 students, only  
194 Black and 330 Latino students  
were invited to attend New York City’s 
specialized public high schools.*

96%
of our Scholars were placed into 
independent day and boarding 

schools, and other selective schools

*Source: The New York Times,  
March 8, 2017 http://nyti.ms/2tNCZER

46,572 
hours of community service  

completed by Scholars 2010-2016
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AT A GLANCE: ADMISSIONS, PREPARATION, AND PLACEMENT

RECRUITMENT AND ADMISSIONS (OCT-JUN)

Oliver Scholars partners with public, charter, and parochial schools, and community-based organizations 
to identify and recruit academically gifted Black and Latino students. While 7th graders from all  
boroughs are eligible to apply, 4th grade applicants are restricted to New York City Department  
of Education’s Districts 4, 5, 6, and 7. 

• Nominations accepted for eligible 4th and 7th grade applicants (Oct-Feb)

• Oliver invites families to attend an Admissions Information Meeting (AIM) (Oct-Feb)

• Families receive an application, which is typically due 2 weeks after attending an AIM (Oct-Feb)

•  Applicants who have completed an application receive an invitation to take the Benchmark SSAT 
(Oct-Feb)

• Applicants take the Benchmark SSAT (Mar-Apr)

• Applicants and their families receive invitations for Admissions Interviews (Mar-Apr)

•  7th grade and 4th grade admitted students join the Oliver family. All applicants receive
notification of Admissions Team’s decisions. (May-Jun) 

SUMMER PROGRAM I (JUL-AUG)

The Summer Program is designed to focus not just on a Scholar’s academics, but on the whole individual – 
helping students to develop as Scholars, leaders, and active members of the community. Modeled on  
a student’s typical first year at an independent school, this program requires Scholars to attend classes 
full-time for four weeks at an independent school in New York City and one week at a boarding school 
(for rising 8th and rising 9th graders only).  

PLEASE NOTE: There is no boarding school component for rising 5th and 6th graders.  

EXPECTATIONS OF  
AN OLIVER SCHOLAR

3.0
minimum GPA
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FALL, WINTER, AND SPRING CLASSES (ON SATURDAYS) AND PLACEMENT (SEPT-JUN)

In these classes, students receive intense preparation for the SSAT, with a focus on vocabulary- 
building, reading comprehension, English, Mandarin, History, Pre-algebra, Algebra, and Geometry. 
Classes take place once a week on Saturdays, from September through November and January 
through June. Additionally, from September to January, families meet with our Placement Team, 
and receive individualized support during the independent school application process. 

SUMMER PROGRAM II (JUL-AUG)

This is the capstone program for our Scholars who have completed the independent school  
application process. The focus is on helping students adjust to the curriculum, structure, and  
environment they will encounter in the first semester of independent school. Historically, Scholars  
taking an advanced curriculum have studied Algebra II, Geometry, English, History, Introductory 
Biology, and Introductory Physics. 

RECOGNITION CEREMONY (AUG)

150
number of community  

service hours Scholars are  
required to complete in HS

“ Our mission to serve low-income students of color  
is more critical than ever. Oliver aims to reward  
hard-work, recognize talent that might otherwise  
go ignored, and dismantle barriers to opportunity  
for Black and Latino students.” 

  ~  DAVID ALLYN, PHD 
CEO of Oliver Scholars
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PROGRAM 
COMPETITIVENESS

67%
of applicants invited to interview

27%
of applicants admitted  

to the program

APPLYING TO OLIVER
WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
We accept applications from highly motivated students in grade 7 from all New York City school districts.  
Students in grade 4 are welcome to apply only if they are from Districts 4, 5, 6, or 7, as defined by  
the New York City Department of Education.

ELIGIBLE 7TH GRADERS MUST MEET ALL OF THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:
•  Identify as Black and/or Latino

•   Have a grade point average (GPA) of 90% or higher in 6th grade, with no grade lower than  
an 85% in any subject

•   Attain a raw score of 320 or higher on the NYS Standardized ELA (English) exam, if applicable 

•   Attain a raw score of 320 or higher on the NYS Standardized STM (Math) exam, if applicable 

•  Demonstrate leadership potential through school involvement

4TH GRADE CANDIDATES MUST MEET ALL OF THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:
•  Identify as Black and/or Latino 

•  Attend school in Districts 4, 5, 6, or 7

•   Have a grade point average (GPA) of 90% in 3rd grade in core subjects, with no grade  
lower than an 85% in any subject

•  Attain a raw score of 320 or higher on the NYS Standardized ELA exam, if applicable

•   Attain a raw score of 320 or higher on the NYS Standardized STM (Math) exam, if applicable 

•   Demonstrate leadership potential through school involvement
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PARTNER SCHOOLS
The Berkeley Carroll School
Berkshire School
Blair Academy
The Brearley School
Brooklyn Friends School
The Browning School
The Calhoun School
Cate School
The Chapin School
Choate Rosemary Hall
Church Farm School
Collegiate School
Columbia Grammar and  
  Preparatory School
Concord Academy
Convent of the Sacred Heart
The Dalton School
Dana Hall School
Deerfield Academy
Dwight-Englewood School
Emma Willard School
The Ethel Walker School
Ethical Culture Fieldston School
Friends Seminary
George School

The Governor’s Academy
Grace Church School
Groton School
The Hewitt School
The Hill School
Horace Mann School
The Hotchkiss School
Kimball Union Academy
The Lawrenceville School
Léman Manhattan  
  Preparatory School
The Loomis Chaffee School
LREI
Marymount School of New York
The Masters School
Middlesex School
Millbrook School
Milton Academy
Miss Hall School
Miss Porter’s School
The Nightingale-Bamford School
Northfield Mount Hermon School
The Packer Collegiate Institute
The Peddie School
Phillips Academy Andover

Phillips Exeter Academy
Poly Prep Country Day School
Pomfret School
Regis High School
Riverdale Country School
Rockland Country Day School
Rye Country Day School
Saint Ann’s School
The Spence School
St. Andrew’s School
St. George’s School
St. Mark’s School
St. Paul’s School
Suffield Academy
Taft School
Trevor Day School
Trinity School
United Nations International School 
  (UNIS)
Westminster Academy
Westtown School
The White Mountain School
Worcester Academy

PROGRAM 
COMPETITIVENESS

67%
of applicants invited to interview

27%
of applicants admitted  

to the program

“ Independent schools nurture intellectual  
curiosity, stimulate personal growth, encourage 
critical thinking, and promote a lifelong love  
of learning. More students in independent 
schools enroll in advanced courses than in 
public, parochial, and other private schools.  
In addition to academics, independent 
schools also nurture students’ personal and 
social growth and civic conscience. Outside 
the classroom, students participate in school- 
sponsored athletic competitions, artistic pursuits, 
and leadership experiences. In 2015-2016, 
students of color comprised 26% of independent 
school enrollment, while 3.2% of students were 
from other countries.”

 ~ NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS



CONTACT US
80 Maiden Lane, Suite 706 
New York, NY 10038-4872 
212-430-5980 
admissions@oliverscholars.org

oliverscholars.org
#oliverscholars

“ We treasure our Oliver 
Scholars. Within the  
classroom, they are  
intellectually engaged 
and passionate; beyond 
the classroom, they  
contribute in significant 
ways to our community,  
as artists, as athletes,  
as leaders. We are  
immeasurably enriched  
by their active presence  
in our community, and  
we hope always to be  
a school that Oliver  
Scholars seek to attend.”

~  JOHN ALLMAN 
Head of School, Trinity School 
Oliver Trustee

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL AND BEYOND
If accepted, students participate in the following Oliver Scholars programs:

GUIDANCE PROGRAM FOR SCHOLARS (GPS) 6TH-12TH GRADE

Oliver remains closely connected to Scholars once they have been 
placed at their new schools. Transitioning students are supported through 
regular visits with our counselors as well as a growing mentorship program 
and ongoing events such as our Tuesday Talks and the annual leadership 
conference, In Our Own Voices. During high school, each Scholar  
completes 150 hours of community service.  

COLLEGE AND CAREER SERVICES (CCS) 
Oliver positions Scholars to succeed. For students in high school, we assist 
with college admissions, the financial aid application process, and the 
transition to undergraduate life. Once students are in college, we help 
them identify internships, summer study opportunities, and other resume- 
building experiences. Some of our CCS program highlights include:  
college tours (21 schools in 2 weeks), one-on-one college counseling,  
SAT and ACT prep, College Freshman Forum, financial aid workshops, on- 
campus visits to college freshmen by Oliver staff, and Career Bootcamp.

ALUMNI
Oliver Scholars embraces its Alumni and encourages their participation by 
creating unique opportunities for involvement such as special networking 
events, career panels and discussions, and workshops designed to pre-
pare them for growth and success after college. Oliver Alumni give back 
in multiple ways, including by being members of the Alumni Council, 
providing mentorship to young Scholars, and volunteering for Oliver 
events such as Interview Weekend, In Our Own Voices, and Career Day. 
Alumni also comprise 30% of our Junior Board membership.




